


A long obedience in the same direction...

Happy New Year!

“Happy New Year!” screamed a shrill voice in my ear.
Christmas was over, and I had just settled in for an extended
period of “meditation” when I was so rudely roused.

I turned to see who had dared to disturb the quiet of my
office. Seeing no one at first, I concluded I had imagined the
voice. Then he laughed and gave himself away. There he
was, standing on my desk.

It was the mouse, here to torment me for what I hoped
would be the lasz time of 2009. His vest and bow tie, along
with his nattily tilted fedora, reminded me that, in spite of all
his many defects, he was a good dresser. I glared at him, but
he didn’t notice through his belly laughs.

“Just when I thought you’d let me end the year in peace,”
I began, “you had to show up.”

“I couldn’t let 2010 slip in too easily for you, Jimmy
Bub.”

Jimmy Bub, I thought to myself. Where did that come
from? This rodent was growing more irritating with each
visit. “Okay, Happy New Year to you, t00,” I said as coldly as
Icould. “Now would you leave me alone? I have work to
do.”

“Important work, do doubt, by the looks of things when I
arrived. I simply wanted to wish you a Happy New Year.”

“You never do anything ‘simply,” I replied. “What do
you want?”

“Now, now,” he began calmly. “I’m just here to bring
you season’s greetings, and see what the New Year holds for
you.”

“Ha! I was right,” I retorted. “You do want something
else! What do you mean by ‘see what the New Year holds for
me?’”

“Well, what are your plans? Your resolutions? What are
you going to do different in 2010 to make it a better year?”

“Different? Why do I need to do anything different? I
just plan to have a better year.”

“You are insane, aren’t you?” he asked, shaking his head
in pity. “You do know the definition of ‘insane,’ right?”

“No,” I answered, afraid of what may come next.

“The definition of insane is doing things the same way
but expecting different results. Unless you do something
different, nothing will change. If you want something to
change for the better, you have to be the one to change.”

“Me? Change? Why can’t everyone else just change?”
asked.

He grabbed his pointy head with one of his front paws
and let out a long sigh. “That’s an excellent question. Why
can’t the billions of other people on the planet change to
accommodate you?” He paused to let that sink in, then
continued, "Don’t you even see what you’re saying?”

As much as it pained me to admit it, he was making a
good point. If I want something different, I’'m the only one I

can change. Rather than expect those around me to change to
make things better for me, I have to be the one who changes.

“So,” he interrupted my thinking, “what are you going to
do? What are you going to change in 20107”

“Purchasing better mousetraps is the first thing that
comes to mind,” I answered as snootily as possible.

“Just know this,” he began as he turned to leave, “you
have a lot of changing to do because I’m not done with you
yet. You’ll amount to something one of these days. Just
remember, you’re the only one you can change.” With that,
he scurried away.

I hate it when he’s right. So now I have to re-write all
my New Year’s resolutions so that they’re about me, and not
everyone else. “Happy New Year!” I belatedly called after
him. “And good-bye till next year.” -- Jim Warren

Recent Visitors
1. Sarah Fowler — 1213 Bancroft Drive, Blm. 61704 —
663-4062
Tim Hall - 1079 McGregor Street, Bim. 61701 - 275-
3385
Marie Plue - 1305 Wright Street, Bim. 61701
Chrystal Price ~ 109 Hemlock Drive, Bim. 61704
Vickie Smith - 712 W. Jefferson Street, Bim. 61701
Gwen Threlfall - 110 Merle Lane, Normal 61761 -
212-4854
Mike & Ellen Woods — 5951 Thunderbird, Bim 61705
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Prayer Concerns
Aftercare/Other: Judy Biessing, Joe & Felicity
Congdon (Campus Crusade for Christ), Phyllis Danosky,
Dwight Drexler, Michael Fitch, Stella Gilbert, Jenny Hall
(Peace Corps), Alice Lind, John Lindenbaum, Kathy
Milier, Betty Phillis, Esther Reeves, Julie Robinson,
Dorothy Sallee, Mary Smart, Rich Smith, Barbara
Thatcher, Bette Tuttle, Diana Walden
Nursing Homes: Robbie Dungan, Mary Ross (Martin
Health); Earl Schumm (Heartland); Jane Martin, Edna
Schnittker (McLean Co.); Mildred Broughton (Heritage,
Nrm.); Hazel Hutson, Thelma Schnars (Heritage, Bim.);
Esther Brock (Evenglow, Pontiac); Irine Campbell,
Dorothy Warloe (Sugar Creek)

Military: Andrew Erickson, Gene Gerber (Robinsons'’
nephew), Adam Jacobs, Will McNott (Dungans’
nephew/Air Force/OK), Will McNott (Dungans’
nephew/Air Force), Sean Mountjoy, Jordan Nechkash,
Michael Shaver (Phyllis M. Miller's grandson/Navy),
Simon Shelton (Sacrys’ son/Air Force), Jacob Tuggle
(Haas' nephew/Navy)

Sympathy to: Jim (Deb) Underhill and family on the
death of his father, Jack, on December 28

Dedication: Joseph Carter Brown, son of Amanda
Brown and Bobby Brown, was dedicated during worship
December 20

Congratulations: to Melissa Summers on receiving the
Human Relations Youth Award




Serving Sunday, January 3

Child Care: Betty Steinlicht, Lori & Carly Hamilton
Crib Room: Stacey Mountjoy, Kathie Chapman
Fellowship Time: --

Greeters: 8:45 Ted & Tricia Logan Given & Jean -
Harper, Fay Bailiff 10:30 John & Kathy Dailey, Mark &
Caroline Johnson :

Worship Leader: 8:45 Don Mahannah

Elders: Doug Reed, Fay Bailiff

Elders Homebound: Darrell & Ten Arvik

Wholistic Health Volunteer: Matt Kosier

Deacons: 8:45 Tom & Sarah Butier

10:30 Jim Hepperly, Randy Crill, Jim Fry, Jack Haas
Jr. Deacons: 8:45 Laura Dungan, Ben Dungan
Time for Children: 8:45 Jim Warren

Acolyte: 8:45 --

Sunday Driver: Dick Wey

Fill Candles: Ryan Newton

Sound Tech: 8:45 Kevin Kiesewetter

10:30 Nathan Cavanaugh

Welcome Center:. 8:45 Pat Bozarth

10:30 Susan Hinrichsen

Lights & Doors: Gary Rapp

Recycling: Frank & Lois Lipscomb

Pulpit: Michael Fitch; John 1:1-5, 10-14; “Happy New
Year!”

Serving Sunday. January 10

Child Care: Betty Steiniicht, Jessica Mahannah, Kelsey

Larson Crib Room: Stacey Mountjoy, Heather Damery

Fellowship Time: --

Greeters: 8:45 Doug, Abby, & Andrew Moore; Nate &
Heather Damery 10:30 Mary Helen Haskell, Darrell &
Teri Arvik

Worship Leader: 8:45 Given Harper

Elders: Bob Trefzger, Debbie Carter

Elders Homebound: Fay Bailiff, Doug Reed
Deacons: 8:45 Richard & Karen Crusius 10:30 John &
Kathy Dailey, Glen Beaman, Sharron Wright

Jr. Deacons: 8:45 Kristen Mahannah, Melissa Summers
- Time for Children: 8:45 Matt Chapman

Acolyte: 8:45 --

Sunday Driver: Charles Ridenour

Fill Candles: Ryan Newton

Sound Tech: 8:45 Paige Metz 10:30 Brian Metz
Welcome Center: 8:45 Kathie Chapman

10:30 David Bradbury

Lights & Doors: Gary Rapp

Recycling: Frank & Lois Lipscomb

Pulpit: Jim Warren

Thanks!

¢ Thank you notes posted on the Centrum bulletin
board have been received from: Dorothy Benjamin
(her birthday cards); = Jeanie Ingram (Cursillo
- - scholarship); and Clare House, Neville House,
Regional Alternative - School, - Southwest Good
Samaritan Ministries, Eureka College, and ECHO

* {donations).

. ‘We would like to thank everyone for making

our mom (Betty Phillis) and Jerry Jacobs' 80
birthday a memorable occasion. A special thank
you to John Trefzger who gave the blessing. it was
meaningful to our family because John was the
minister when our parents transferred to First
- Christian Church nearly fifty years ago. Also a
heartfelt thank you to Shirley Wotherspoon who
helped us with the event.
-- Nancy Pool and David Phillis

We want to thank Nancy Pool David Phillis,
and all who arranged our 80" birthday party
celebration. What a special day it was!
Thanks to all who came to wish us Happy
Birthday!

-- Jerry Jacobs and Betty Phillis

Additional Christmas Greetings have been
received from Martha Smith, Mary Scheets, Dorthy Neal,
Richard Malone, Helen Joyce Barclay,
* Jeanie Ingram, Betty Phillis, Elo Duffin,
Bessie Willis, Suzy Gartin, Starnet
Digital Publishing, BroMenn, Harry &
Elizabeth Schultz, John & Marilyn
Trefzger; and the Metz, Reed, Hamilton, Russell, Pool,
Chapman, Damery, Christensen, Sansgaard, Anderson,

-and Maupin families.

Witness of the Faithful
Attendance: December 20 - 192, 31, 120 = 343
December 24 — 300, 100 = 400
December 27 — 105, 19, 36 = 160
Offering: General Fund 43,092.54
Capital Campaign 10,060.00
Other 5,496.29
Total 58,648.83

2010 Pledge Campaign Update:

178 pledges received = $427,101.80
This campaign is for the General Fund only. If you
included your Capital (building) pledge, please call the
church office to have your pledge card adjusted. The
next budget planning meeting will be Tuesday, January
5. If you have not returned your pledge card, please do

s0 by then,




FCC XYouth Newsletterx
GREG SUMMERS— DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES

Gr'eq wull return fr'om sabbcmcal on Monday_L

January 26th.

No Youth Groups/Small Groups on Sunday
January 3rd—Happy New Year from all the
Children and Youth Ministries Staff, Youth

Coaches and Sunday School Teachers!!!

Youth Group Meetings resume on
Sunday, January 10th (KFC: Kindergarten-2nd
meets this day as well).

“Chi Rho (6th-8th grade) Winter Retreat ”
On 16—17 January, 2010 at Pontiac, IL.
Cost is $10. It will be a great event. Please see
Robert Rippy to sign up.

| Youth Group Super Bowl Sub-Sandwich Fund- |
raiser, Sunday, February 7th. See Robert
Rippy or Randy Crill to order your

sandwiches.

Meal includes Ham, Salami and Bologna
Suh Chine Conkiee Conct $8 A
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Bloomingion, lllinvis 61701

LOVE BOXES TO BE FILLED SOON!

The Disciple Women'’s Ministries will again be mailing “Love Boxes" filled
with treats to our church family who are serving in the military,
missionary fields, or attending college. If you have a young aduit who
would appreciate receiving a “Love Box,” please contact the church
office (829-9327 or office@blmfcc.org) by January 24. Please do not
assume we already have a current address!

SWEET TREATS NEEDED FOR LOVE BOXES

Please help us fill our "Love Boxes” with tasty treats. We encourage
anyone interested to be a part of this ministry. We will be filling
approximately 40 boxes on Monday, February 8, at 1:00 p.m. We need
individually packaged treats that will travel well by mail. Treats can be
homemade or purchased. Following are some suggestions: cookies,
bar cookies, chocolate dipped pretzels, granola bars, snack crackers,
nuts, instant hot chocolate mix packets or other drink packets,
microwave popcorn, dried fruit packets, raisins, Slim Jims, gum, candy,
packaged cupcakes, etc. You can also share your love by making a
donation of money to help cover the mailing costs or food items. Please
make the notation "LOVE BOX” on your envelope. Look for the collection
box in the Centrum. Please deliver fresh baked items to the office by
February 7.

if #41
&1 70}

Mailed December 30, 2009

Sunday Times:
8:45 a.m. -~ New Life Worship Service
-~ Adult Study
8:50 a.m. Worship & Wender {ages 3-9)
9:45 a.m. -~ NrGized ’
- Fellowship Time
-- Sunshine Adult Class
-- Children’s Choir Rehearsal -
10:30 a.m. - Traditional Worship Service
-- Adult Study
- Children/Youth Sunday School Classes
11:30 a.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal
3:30 p.m. Youth Small Group
5:00 p.m. Youth Groups
6:45 p.m. Faithful Sounds Band Rehearsal

Office .........ocooovviiiiiiiin e, {309) 829-9327
401 W. Jefferson, Bloomington, IL 61701
FAX ... B29-2865
Email............................. office@blimfcc.org
Woebsite & Calendar................ www.bimfcc.com
Senior Pastor
James Warren............ 820-8798
.. 212-6873 (celf)
jwarren@bimfcc.org

Pastoral Assistant
Richard Trefzger ........ 663-4798
........................ 531-1256 (cell)
richard.trefzger@gmail.com
Minister Emeritus
John Trefzger
Director Youth Ministries
Greg Summers....530-7443 (cell)

gsummers@blmfcc.org
Music  Michael Fitch ..... 826-1865 (cell)
William West.............. 663-8285

Beckie Linn Gregory ... 1-815-674-1492
Lou Ann Fillingham, organist
Dave Sigler, guitarist
Membership Coordinator
Marilyn Thompson....... 452-1369
Financial Secretary & Editor
Deborah Stumm
Administrative Secretary
Barb Dixon
Child Care Coordinators
Betty Steinlicht, Stacey Mountjoy




